
Time will not 
dim the glory 
of their deeds 

- General of the Armies John J. Pershing
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The Brittany American Cemetery

Earlier this month, my family and I went 
on a self-guided pilgrimage throughout 
Italy and France. One of the most 
memorable stops on our way north from 

Lourdes to Mount Saint Michele was the Brittany 
American Cemetery memorial just north of  
St. James, France.

Visiting a cemetery with such history was an 
amazing experience, especially because of the 
magnitude and size. So many young boys gave 
their lives for our freedom, never to return home 
to their families.

The Brittany American Cemetery and Memorial 
in France covers 28 acres of absolutely beautiful 
rolling farm country near the eastern edge of 
Brittany in the Normandy region, and contains the 
remains of 4,404 of our war dead, most of whom 
lost their lives in the Normandy and Brittany 
Campaigns of 1944. Along the retaining wall of 
the memorial terrace are inscribed the names of 
500 of the missing. Rosettes mark the names of 
those since recovered and identified.

The cemetery marks the point where the 
American forces made their breakthrough from 
the hedgerow country of Normandy into the plains 

of Brittany during the offensive around Avranches, 
France.

After weeks of intensive offensive operations 
against German forces following the D-Day 

By S/K Scott Huetteman
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landings in Normandy, U.S. forces captured St. Lô 
on July 18. General Omar Bradley, commander of 
First U.S. Army, planned Operation COBRA to 
break out of Normandy and into Brittany.

COBRA succeeded. Allied forces broke out 
of German lines in Normandy, liberated most of 
Brittany, reached the Seine, and liberated Paris 
before moving east toward Germany.

Three days after the U.S. 8th Infantry Division 
liberated the site on August 2, 1944, it became 
a temporary military cemetery. It evolved into a 
permanent military cemetery after World War II. 
France granted the use of the site in perpetuity 
without charge or taxation as a burial place for 

those killed in the liberation of 
Europe.

The gray granite memorial, 
containing the chapel as well 
as two large operations maps 
with narratives and flags of our 
military services, overlooks 
the burial area. Stained glass 
and sculpture embellish the 
structure. The cemetery is 
located on the site of the 
temporary American St. James 
Cemetery, established on 
August 4, 1944 by the U.S. 
Third Army.  

The Blessed Michael J. 
McGivney Guild serves as a 
source for information about 

the life, works and spirituality of 
Father McGivney. 

The Guild distributes informational 
materials about him, receives 
reports of favors granted through 
his intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular updates on 
the progress of Blessed Michael J. McGivney’s 

cause for canonization and are invited 
to participate in promoting devotion 
to this Servant of God. Members 
of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and 
must elect to join the Guild. 

The Blessed Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published 
bimonthly except July - August, and is 

sent free to Guild members. 
To join the Guild, register online at: http://

www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?
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It’s May and that means 2 things. We only 
have 2 months left of the fraternal year. And 
it’s time for all of us to gather for our annual 
convention. It was great seeing everyone again 

at the convention. We had 2 dynamic speakers in 
our very own IPSD and Supreme Director Scott 
O’Connor and one of our newest members of the 
order Joseph McGivney. It’s not every day we get 
to hear from a relative of Blessed McGivney. I am 
really looking forward to it. We also welcomed 
back some very distinguished Past State Deputies 
of Florida. These Past State Deputies paved the 
golden path to Florida’s successful history.  

Our fraternal year is coming to an end. At the 
time of this letter, Florida is about 620 members 
short of their mark. Can we finish the last month 
and a half strong? Can we reach the goal that 
Supreme has set for us? I believe we can. If every 
council recruits at least 3 members each we can 
reach our mark. Let’s bring Florida back to its 
past glory of reaching the Circle of Honor. We 
are recruiting for our future of your council and 
the future of our order. Our membership team has 
been working very hard to reach this goal. Please 
help them reach our goal. 

May also brings us 
Memorial Day, for the first 
time in many years Florida 
will not be hosting the 
convention on Memorial 
Day weekend.  Please 
remember those men and 
women who gave their 
life to protecting us and 
giving us our freedom. 
Thank a veteran for 
serving and thank there 
families as well. Beside 
Thanking my Grand Father, Father and brothers 
for serving I want to Thank all brothers who 
served in the service. Specially our State Chaplain 
Fr. Bob Kantor (Navy), State Friar Fr. Chris 
Hoffmann (Air Force), State Secretary Richard 
Hughes (Army), and General Programs Director 
Kris Elliott (Marines). 

Thank you all for your hard work. No time to 
Rest! Let’s reach for the golden ring and make the 
circle of honor.

By State Deputy Rob Urrutia

Reaching a Supreme Goal

State Deputy  
Robert Urrutia

Every member of the Knights of Columbus 
in the Florida jurisdiction is listed on 
the Florida KofC website.  Financial 

Secretaries update council lists on the Supreme 
and State websites at least quarterly.  To ensure 
your information is correct, please review the 
brief YouTube video link below to confirm that 
your personal information and your preferred 
contact information is correct. 

The 5-minute video describes how to log 
on or gain initial access, and reviews how to 
correct or confirm your personal information.  

Please note that if you are a State, Assembly or 
Council officer, chairman or director, you must 
remain subscribed to the State Council’s email 
list.  Failure to do so will result in you missing 
important communications concerning your 
position and may result in your forfeiture of that 
position. 

Follow the instructions on the video https://
youtu.be/_lVS3XkgiUs and while you are on 
the site, check out the other good news and 
information is available to you with just a click 
or two. 

Is Your Personal Information Accurate?
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By State Chaplain Very Rev. Bob Kantor

A Time for Courage

“We must obey God rather than men.  The God 
of our ancestors raised Jesus, though you had him 
killed by hanging him on a tree.  God exalted 
him at his right hand as leader and savior to grant 
Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins.  We are 
witnesses of these things, as is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey him.”  - 
Acts 5:29-32 (Third Sunday of Easter)

The liturgies of the Easter season are 
my favorite.  They capture the great 
transformations in the first followers 
of Jesus from a fearful group hiding in 

the upper room following Jesus’ crucifixion to 
courageous dynamos spreading the Good News 
following his Resurrection and the reception 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  I have seen this 
transformation in men and women of our time 
too.  Some of them are Knights of Columbus and 
Columbiettes.  You can see it in their lives and 
actions.  

It takes courage today to be a disciple of Jesus 
and a faithful Knight these days.  Our ultimate 
mission as both is to bring people to Christ on a 
journey to heaven.  This can get lost in the weeds of 
everyday council meetings and the routine duties 
our positions entail in the Knights.  But, but small 
things like inviting men to the Order, preparing or 
serving food at a parish event, attending prayer 
events, and responding to the charitable needs of 
our community define who we are.  

The Gospel of John 
which we hear so much 
from at Eastertime 
presents choices to be 
made between light and 
darkness, good and evil, 
faith and unbelief, life and 
death.  In a world where 
evil is often presented 
as good, the Gospel is 
what guides us and offers 
corrective light to the 
world.  It is the key to 
happiness and salvation.  
As Knights, we must carry that light to a darkened 
world and stand up for what is good and true.  It’s 
not an easy task and we must rely on one another 
for strength.  

Where do we get this strength?  A glance at our 
state pin will remind us that strength comes from 
prayer.  Men of prayer are men of faith.  Men of 
faith, obedient to God, have the power to overcome 
whatever society throws at us.  Working together 
we too will see the great gains in faith experienced 
in the Acts of the Apostles if we only persevere in 
courage.  As we grow in faith together, so will our 
order.  So will our Church.  And the world will be 
better for it.  Vivat Jesus!  

State Chaplain  
Very Rev. Bob Kantor 

Did  you  know  that  the  State  of  Florida  
Council  has  a  YouTube  Channel?  
Well,  we  do!  This  is  a  place  where  

we  can  put  in  videos  of  the  all  the  great  
things  that  we  do  as  Knights  in  the  State  of  
Florida.                                            

During  the  State  Convention  we  took  
video  interviews  of  some  of  the  Dignitaries  
that  honored  us  with  their  presence.  You  can  

see  the  videos  by  CLICKING HERE
Please  be  sure  to  subscribe  to  the  channel  

so  you  will  be  notified  when  new  videos  
are  added.  If  you  have  any  videos  that  you  
would  like  to  add  that  shows  your  Council  
doing  good  works  please  email  Jim  Clark,  
Broadcast  Media  Relations  and  Production  
Director  at jclark1@gmail.com.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
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By State Chaplain Emeritus Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

It has finally come to pass!! At the end of April, 
I underwent successful knee replacement 
surgery on my left knee. This has given me 
time to meditate more deeply, to reflect more 

fruitfully and to appreciate more realistically on 
the message of the Blessed Mother when she 
appeared in 1917 at Fatima.

During this month of May, dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, I hope all of us brothers have 
been using our Rosary to ask Mary to intercede on 
our behalf for some very special needs. Primary 
among these needs is the request to see peace 
come to Ukraine and Russia.

In this special time, we need to put away 
unnecessary distractions and to pray fervently to 
our heavenly mother.

I am so grateful that our Holy Father, Pope 
Francis chose the recent Feast of the Annunciation 
of Our Lord on March 25, 2020, to consecrate 
Russia (AND Ukraine) to Mary’s immaculate 
heart.

Ukraine and Russia have, over many centuries, 
shown particular devotion to the Blessed Virgin in 
their religious art and iconography. Of these two, 
Ukraine is probably the more Christian nation, 
possibly due to the strong Catholic presence in the 
Western third of this territory, much of which has 
historically linked to Poland, whose deep religious 
devotion to Mary is well known (thanks in no 
small measure to the popularity of its favorite son, 
Pope St. John Paul). I have visited and am keeping 
up with the current situation in Ukraine due to the 
fact that my mother ‘s mother was a Ukrainian 
immigrant.

I am so grateful to the leadership of the Knights 
of Columbus for their wisdom in incorporating 
many Catholic men from Poland and Ukraine into 
our international fraternity. Those K of C brothers 
have been working together across their common 
border to bring much relief and good will to so 
many refugees who have fled the horrors of that 

atrociously unjust war in 
Ukraine. 

Without the foresight 
of Past Supreme Knight 
Carl Anderson and 
his Supreme Council 
nearly 20 years ago, this 
might not have occurred 
today, especially when 
one considers the past 
rivalries and on again-
off again tensions that 
existed between the 
Ukrainians and Poles over 
the course of history. One could draw a parallel 
with the situation that existed (and to some degree 
still exists) in Northern Ireland today. Fraternal 
struggles have gone on since the days of Cain 
and Abel; That’s why the greatest principle of our 
Order is CHARITY, which overcomes hate and 
binds wounds, and helps us to support brothers in 
our joint pilgrimage towards Eternity.

This is just one more reason I want to encourage 
you to use those Rosaries that are in your pockets 
or sitting on your dressers or your office desk. 
Take the time to pray it fervently. Even if you 
do not complete a whole Rosary, set aside a little 
bit of time to pray at least one decade for peace 
-especially in Ukraine. VIVAT JESUS!

Blessed Mary's Message

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 
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The Pascal Mystery

In the Old Testament, God told Abraham to 
sacrifice his son as an offering to the One 
True God. At the last moment, God stopped 
Abraham and, instead, Abraham sacrificed 

the blood of the lamb to God rather than the blood 
of his son. Blood to the Hebrews was a source of 
life to them. Spilling that blood was a sacrifice 
of the very "essence" of that being as they gave 
worship and appeasement to God. Blood to the 
Hebrews was not only sacrificial but protective. 
We can see this when Moses told the Hebrews in 
Egypt to smear the blood of the lamb on their door 
jams so that the Angel of Death would not harm 
them. 

With this background of the Old Testament 
worship and practice, we can look at the New 
Testament. God said to Mary through the mouth 
of the Archangel Gabriel, "The Holy Spirit will 
overshadow you and you will conceive the Son of 
God and you will name him Emanuel". This is the 
first announcement of God, now ready to complete 
His promise of a Messiah to Adam and Eve.

In the history of man there has been no greater 
injustice to a man than to Jesus Christ. He was 
crucified for no good reason. Caiaphas the High 
Priest condemned Jesus because Jesus said He was 
the Son of God who would sit at His Right Hand 
of the Father. Pontius Plate had Jesus crucified at 
the request of the priests of the Temple because 
Pilate saw Jesus as the King of the Hebrews. Both 
were correct in their assumptions but missed

the mark or true meaning/ "essence" of the 
death of Jesus.

Jesus was the instrument that would end the 
Old Testament sacrifice of Abraham to God. He 
would end the Old Testament practice of the 
shedding of the blood of the lamb with shedding 
His own Blood, which was Sacred, Sacrificial and 
Protective for creation, humanity and for each one 
of us. His would be the last sacrificial bloodletting 
of the Old Testament that would usher into the 

world true forgiveness for 
the sin of Adam and Eve 
that all mankind inherited. 

Thus, the death of 
Christ was, really, not an 
injustice, not an addition 
to the plan of salvation, but 
central to our salvation, 
ordained by God the 
Father as a gift to us. 
Jesus was the acceptable 
Sacrifice to God, willingly 
accepted by Jesus on 
Holy Thursday, and fully 
prepared to shed His Blood in sacrifice for our 
salvation. So, what would appear to be a terrible 
injustice committed against Jesus, was truly a 
selfless gift offered to us by Jesus for our salvation.

Christianity is therefore a religion based in and 
on love. This is seen in God the Father, as St. John 
says in his Gospel, God "sent his only begotten 
Son" and in Jesus who offered His Life on the 
Cross when He said to His Father in the Garden 
of Olives, ".... not My Will but They Will be 
done". St. Paul highlights this Divine Love when 
he says to the followers of Jesus: ".... without 
charity (love), we are simply "clanging symbols". 
St. Paul is saying the hallmark and foundation of 
Christianity is "love". As we continue to remember 
the message of Easter, let each of us, as Knights, be 
sure that we are not just clanging symbols but true 
witnesses to the Passion, Death and Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ who died for our forgiveness and 
salvation.

By Former State Chaplain Reverend Salvatore Pignato

Former State Chaplain  
Rev. Salvatore Pignato
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By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me.” (Gospel for May 8, Jn 10:27)

Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and the Church 
is his flock. But are you a good sheep? 
Do you hear his voice as he calls, teaches 
and leads you? If we want to follow the 

Shepherd and not become lost, we must know him 
well and listen intently. We come to know him 
most intimately through prayer, the Eucharist, 
Scripture and good spiritual reading. My brother 
Knights, let us continually listen to Christ’s voice 
so we can follow him ever more closely wherever 
he leads us.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to pray the rosary 
every day and meditate intently on its mysteries to 
know Jesus better, and become ever more attuned 
to his voice. Second, during this month of Mary, I 
challenge you to join your council in holding the 
Faith in Action Rosary program.
Questions for Reflection:

Do you regularly make time to pray? Do you 
sometimes just go through the motions in prayer 
or at Mass, not really listening to what Christ is 
saying to you? What personal habits could you 
adopt in order to make your prayer life more 
focused, receptive and fruitful?

Knights of Columbus, 
San Antonio Council 
12456, Port Charlotte, 

Florida presented a $8,500 
check to Pregnancy Solutions 
of Port Charlotte, Fl. whose 
mission is: To empower men, 
women, and youth with life-
affirming options and support. 

These Centers save lives by 
helping women choose life by 
giving them the opportunity 
to view their unborn children 
on ultrasound machines at pro-life pregnancy 
centers. This initiative is funded by Knights of 
Columbus state and local councils with matching 
grants from the Supreme Council’s Culture of 
Life Fund.

Ultrasound technology provides a “window 
on the womb,” said Past Supreme Knight Carl 

A. Anderson. “Even from the early stages of 
pregnancy,” he continued, “a mother can see 
her developing child, hear her baby’s heartbeat, 
and recognize the miracle of the new life within 
her.” Since this initiative began, councils have 
received numerous reports of mothers who have 
decided to carry their babies to term after having 
an Ultra-sound.

Council Supports Pregnancy Center
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Council Impacts Miracle League

Fr. Downey Council 4934 in New Smyrna 
Beach had an outstanding fundraising 
season this year.  Due to the hard work 
and many hours put in by the Council 

members, as well as the generous people living 
in the New Smyrna Beach/Edgewater area, The 
Council was able to make donations to a number 
of organizations in the area.

The Council donated $1,952.16 to The Miracle 
League of Volusia County on March 26. The 
Miracle League was established to give those with 
special needs an opportunity to play America's 
favorite pastime. Its mission is to provide a safe 
and friendly environment for children and young 
adults with varying exceptionalities, in and around 
Volusia County, to play baseball.

The field, located at 1800 
Turnbull Bay Rd in New Smyrna 
Beach, is a rubberized non latex flat 
surfaced baseball field.  This field 
accommodates wheelchairs as well as 
other assistive devices.

The Council is also working 
with “Phill the Bin,” collecting used 
clothing in locations in the Sacred 
Heart Church in New Smyrna Beach 
and St. Gerard’s Mission Church in 
Edgewater parking lots. The drive 
has already collected 6,600 pounds of 
used clothing. 

Other groups benefiting from the Council 
include:

o Help a Diabetic Child Foundation
o Autism Society of Greater Orlando
o Sacred Heart School Heart of an Angel 

Fundraiser
o Coastal Laps for Life Ultrasound Initiative
o Help a Diabetic Child Golf Tournament 

Fundraiser
o The Fr. Lopez High School Terry Cassidy 

Memorial Grant
With Covid in the rearview mirror and with 

new members joining the Council, Father Downey 
is looking forward to an even stronger showing in 
2022/2023!
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Council Celebrates 40th Anniversary

Knights of Columbus Council 8086 
celebrated its 40th anniversary with 
a Mass and reception at Our Lady of 
Hope Catholic Church in Port Orange 

on Saturday, April 30. 
The Knights “took over” the regular Saturday 4 

p.m. Mass, serving in all capacities from Celebrant 
(Pastor SK Father Matt Mello); four deacons; 
altar servers; readers; organist; cantor; Eucharistic 
ministers; ushers and projectionist. At least 76 
Council 8086 members attended the Mass.

The three remaining Council’s charter members 
participated in the offertory procession: Charter 
Grand Knight SK John Hoag, SK Don Miller and 
John Trovato. The Council was chartered in April 
1982 – one year after the establishment of Our 
Lady of Hope – with 58 members. 

The Council presented a check for $2,000 
to the parish for clergy recognition, in addition 
to KofC chasubles and stoles for the priests and 
KofC stoles for the deacons.

Eight members of the Assembly 2794 Color 
Corps led the procession before and after the Mass.

Following the service, the Knights, spouses and 
guests retired to the Father O’Leary Parish Center 
for a reception. Past Grand Knight Hoag and Sir 
Knight Jacques Roch put together an impressive 
memorabilia display, including the original 
charter; three State Council of the Year trophies 

(1985, 2020, 2021); State Knight of the Year 
awards for John Hoag (1984) and John Rogers 
(2003); seven Star Council plaques; and Two-Star 
Council honors for both 2020 and 2021. 
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Knights Honor Our Blessed Mother

The month of May has been set aside by 
the church as the month of Mary.  This 
centuries-old custom recognizes the 
important role that Mary plays in God’s 

plan of salvation for mankind. The Blessed Virgin 
Mary is patroness of Notre Dame (French for 
Our Lady) Council 10514 and our parish church, 
Santa Maria del Mar (Spanish for St. Mary of the 
Sea), both in Flagler Beach, FL. Council members 
and parishioners of Santa Maria del Mar Church 
honored the Blessed Mother by praying a ‘Living 
Rosary’ on the first Sunday of May prior to the 
9:00 AM Mass.

The council also conducted a Corporate 
Communion during the Mass. After Mass, a Parish 
Breakfast was held at the Parish Hall.
Living Rosary

One of the most beautiful and powerful 
expressions of our Catholic faith is the praying of the 
rosary. Each person circling the church represented 
a bead on the rosary. Thirty knights participated 
in the rosary along with family members, and 
various church ministry members. The Living 
Rosary was comprised of a total of fifty-nine 
participants. Corpus Christi Assembly 2810 Color 
Corp members represented the ‘Apostle’s Creed’ 
as well as the ‘Our Fathers’. Grand Knight, Paul 
E. Gloekler, began the rosary with a special prayer 

to Our Lady. He also announced each Glorious 
Mystery using the Knights of Columbus ‘Guide 
to Praying the Rosary (#4772)’. These pamphlets 
were made available to the congregation as they 
entered the church. In addition, a power point of 
the rosary was displayed as the rosary was prayed. 
The church was filled with the power of prayer.
Corporate Communion Mass and Parish 
Breakfast.

At this special Mass, many of our Knights 
of Columbus Council members came together 
as one to share the Eucharist together as a 
church community. The families of our council 
and assembly members as well as many other 
parishioners attended this beautiful Mass with 
Pastor and Chaplain, Father Manny Lopez, as the 
celebrant.  For our council, a sea of green KofC 
shirts filled the church as well as the brotherhood 
we all felt as we became one in an extraordinary 
way. After Mass, we went to our parish hall for 
a delicious breakfast consisting of eggs, sausage, 
hash brown potatoes and pancakes. Of course, 
coffee and juices were available.

This entire day was filled with prayer, family 
and camaraderie. It also provided an opportunity 
for the Knights of Columbus to show a visible 
example of our dedication and mission to serve 
the church.
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Elijah’s Cup Fosters Prayer for Vocations

With the son of Council 12569 
Vocation Director Hugh Parker 
about to become a transitional 
deacon and then a priest in 2023, 

Parker was given the task of coming up with a 
Knights of Columbus-sponsored program to pray 
for vocations at the Church of the Epiphany in 
Port Orange.

Parker researched the various programs on 
the internet and found one called “Elijah’s Cup,” 
based on the story of “Elijah and the Widow” in 1st 
Kings 17:8-15. The crux of the story is that if we 
place our trust in God, He will meet all our needs. 
A consecrated chalice is used in Mass, and then 
“travels” from family to family as a focal point for 
prayer. A guidebook travels with the chalice with 
prayer suggestions.

As Parker began begging and borrowing bits 
of this program from other parishes, he went 
searching for a chalice to use. Someone found an 
older unused chalice in a closet at the Epiphany 
Parish office. To his great surprise, inside the box 
was a ledger and photos of when the parish had 
used this very chalice in an Elijah’s Cup program 
some thirty years ago.

Several of the current parishioners had left 

notes in the old ledger, so Parker put together a 
memories book including the old notes. New 
participants will have the opportunity to add their 
experiences of having the chalice in their homes.

Epiphany’s Elijah’s Cup program, to foster 
prayer for vocations, has been well received, with 
families signed up for the Elijah Cup for several 
months.

In the Lenten season Florida Catholic Media 
has for the last 17-years, sponsored the Long-
Sleeve Relief Campaign, which provides for 

the needs of Florida farm workers, specifically 
for supplying long-sleeve shirts to protect them 
while working in the field.

Knights of Columbus Council 13338 members 
voted to lend its financial support once again for 
this year. Last year in 2021 the Council donated 
$400 towards this important campaign. Fund-
raising has been a hallmark of our council, which 
ssupports charities both local and statewide. 
Including:  Severely disabled children at Banyan 
Creek Elementary school, food drives twice a year 
for the CROS Ministries food pantry in Palm Beach 
County and Coats for Kids living in the colder areas 
of the country. 

The Florida Catholic Media, Office Manager, 
Kristen Maheu, informed our council Trustee, 
Dominic Scaduto, who spearheaded the Knights 
support that the donation was even more meaningful 
due to a less than expected response this year. 

Going forward our Grand Knight, Russell 
Sylvestre, council officers and members, gladly 
earmarked for this charity with an annual 
participation. We are proud to say that Ms. Maheu 
conferred upon us their notable Certificate of 
Appreciation. 

The Florida farm workers provide food for our 
table and deserve the help of the community. We 
are proud to assist Florida Catholic Media in this 
activity.
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The Refund Support Vocation Program

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Council 
13300 supported the Refund Support 
Vocation Program (RSVP) for its 2022 
Faith in Action Program with a goal 

of raising $2,000 in support of our seminarians 
through its successful Rose Plantation Raffle.  

As stated in the “Faith in Action” handbook, 
“As the strong right arm of the church, Knights 
of Columbus are committed to providing moral, 
financial and spiritual support to our future priests 
and religious at all stages of their formation.”

In addition, based on the success of this 
fundraiser in 2021, the Council added an additional 
goal of raising $450 for the Marian Servants of 
the Villages. The Marian Servants mission is to 
bring Catholics to a deeper understanding of their 
vocation and mission in Christ, in the church and 
the world. Through spiritual and corporal works 
of mercy, this ministry helps guide God’s healing 
and freedom in Christ, with members being lay 
men, women and clergy. Marian Servants are 
doing God’s work, and as a result, the Council is 
proud to be able to assist them financially.

Piggybacking last year’s successful Rose 
Plantation Raffle, the Council charged forward 
needing to raise more, as both the charity donations 
significantly increased and the cost for the event 
increased by 30 percent.  The winner of this raffle 
receives a gift certificate to a five-course dinner 
for four at The Rose Plantation, a local restaurant, 
which has a private dining room separate from the 
main restaurant; providing a quaint, relaxing, and 
safe environment for the winner’s enjoyment.  

Looking back to 2021, the Council scheduled 
ticket sales for five consecutive weeks beginning 
in mid-February and ending on March 16, and 
again enjoyed tremendous success from the 
Brothers buying and selling multiple tickets to 
their circle of friends.  They also found that by 
increasing their advertising in the weekly parish 
bulletin, they acquired many more parishioners 
over last year.  Overall, 351 tickets were sold plus 
$53 in donations – for a total collected of $7,073.  

This not only achieved the goals, but now allowed 
the Council to increase the donations for these and 
other needy charities!.

The winning ticket was drawn on March 17 by 
Past Grand Knight Gary Quinn, and the winner 
was Emily Perry-Hartlein.  A presentation of the 
gift certificate was presented to Emily, with her 
Dad, Brother Knight Dave Perry at her father’s 
home on March 27.

The Council extends its thanks to all Brothers 
who participated in selling tickets, those buying 
tickets, and of course our parishioners who helped 
increase the total raised.  Although there was only 
one winner, everyone was a winner by making this 
possible. 
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Knights Provide 3D Ultrasound Machine

St. Agnes KofC Council 14202 recently 
provided a new 3D ultrasound machine 
to Community Pregnancy Clinics in 
Naples. The Knights worked with the 

Columbiettes in conjunction with the John and 
Karen Kaspar Foundation.

The machines were blessed during a special 
ceremony by Florida State Chaplain Father Bob 
Kanton and Father Michael Orsi, Faithful Friar of 
St. Agnes Assembly 3094.

A reception expressing gratitude was held 
following the blessing.

Pictured from left to right are Sir Knight John 
and Karen Kaspar; Columbiette Secretary of 
St. Agnes Council 14202; Scott Baier, CEO of 
Community Pregnancy Clinics; Fr. Michael Orsi, 
Faithful Friar of St. Agnes Assembly 3094; and 
Fr. Bob Kantor, Florida State Council Chaplain, 
who blessed the ultrasound machine.  To the right 
are a nurse and client of the clinic who graciously 
allowed those present to witness the wonder of life 
in the womb on the new ultrasound machine.   

The funds donated through the St. Agnes 
Knights Council to K of C Florida Charities were 

matched from the K of C Supreme Council’s 
Culture of Life Fund. The total cost of the machine 
was more than $46,000.  
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Council Hosts Candlelight Adoration

St. Thomas A. Becket Council 16236 
started its Candlelight Adoration program 
shortly after being chartered in 2015 as 
a Faith program. They found that it was 

well-attended by the families of Incarnation parish 
in Orlando on First Fridays.  

In June 2019, Incarnation began 
celebrating a 6:30 p.m. Mass on First 
Friday, followed by Candlelight Adoration. 
Candlelight Adoration was selected as the 
Florida State Council Church Program of 
the Year at the state convention in May 
2018.

The May Candlelight Adoration 
was attended by a photographer from 
Columbia, who was gathering material 
for an upcoming article on the Eucharistic 
Revival.

The next Candlelight Adoration after 
6:30 p.m. Mass on Friday June 3 as well. 
The next Men’s Holy Hour is tentatively 
set for Ember Saturday after Pentecost, 
June 11. The inaugural Men’s Holy Hour 
in 2018 on Ember Friday after Holy Cross 
Day was selected as Third Place Florida 
State Council Faith Program at the state 
convention in May 2019. Since then, the 
council has generally sought to schedule 
Men’s Holy Hours quarterly (Advent, Lent, 
after Pentecost, after Holy Cross Day) 

at 6:30 a.m, Ember 
Saturdays, allowing 
the men to attend 
regularly-scheduled 8 
a.m. Mass afterward.  

These have always 
involved Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament 
and Benediction, with 
Incarnation pastor/
council chaplain  
Fr. William Holiday 
hearing confessions 
throughout. They have 

typically included a seasonal devotion and often 
a patristric reading from the Liturgy of the Hours.  
For this past Holy Hour in Lent, they hosted 
sung Mattins/Morning Prayer according to the 
Ordinariate’s “Divine Worship: Daily Office.”  
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Program Supports Foundation

Many Knights of Columbus councils 
and assemblies have programs to 
properly retire used American flags. 
Assembly 2951 St. Francis of Assisi 

of Apopka has taken this program to a new level, 
using stars from the retired flags to help build 
homes for retired veterans. 

The small Assembly, with 47 members, has 
donated $7,000 to the Gary Sinise Foundation over 
the past four years. This past year the donation was 
made on Giving Tuesday, making it eligible for 
matching gifts through a Mega Doner to the Fund.

The Foundation matches the grant, using the 
funds to help veterans in need.

“This is something any assembly or council 
can do,” said Faithful Navigator Ed Conway, who 
said that Sinise would like to see more assemblies 
involved.

Based in Los Angeles, the Gary Sinise 
Foundation is a highly rated charity founded by 
the actor shortly after the tragic events of 9/11. 
The Foundation serves veterans and their families 
through a variety of programs, services and events.

“I’m so grateful to The Knights of Columbus for 
their continued support of our nation’s wounded 
veterans through the Gary Sinise Foundation,” 
said Sinise, a Brother Knight. “It is because of 

generous supporters like you 
who believe in our mission, that 
we are able to serve and honor 
the needs of our defenders and 
their families. Thank you all, 
for helping us do a little more 
for those deserving heroes.”

Assembly 2951 receives 
retired, embroidered flags from 
the local VFW, members of the 
church congregation and other 
different sources. The Knights 
then set to work, harvesting 
the stars after cutting up the 
flags. Other Knights cut up 
rectangles from heavy blue 
paper to serve as a background 

for each star. On the flip side is a rectangle bearing 
the following soldier’s prayer superimposed on 
the Fourth Degree logo: 

“I have flown over a home in the U.S.A. The 
sun and winds have caused me to become tattered 
and worn. Please carry me as a constant Reminder 
of what I stand for and of all the Patriots that have 
ever stood in Defense of Me.” Distributed by The 
Knights of Columbus Assembly 2951, a Patriotic 
Fraternity of Catholic Gentlemen.

“The project takes a lot of time and work,” said 
Larry Pazienza, PFN and current Faithful Captain. 

The stars are distributed annually to every 
veteran coming to Mass on the Saturday and 
Sunday following Veterans Day at St. Francis of 
Assisi in Apopka. The Knights also donate small 
flags to children that weekend, while stars are 
available to parishioners for a donation.

Pazienza explained that the project actually 
goes year-round.

“Many of our Knights carry stars with them,” 
he explained. “When we find ourselves in casual 
conversation with one of our Veterans, we give 
them a star in thankful appreciation for their 
service.”
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Council Initiates Hospitality Ministry

The Knights of Columbus at Emmanuel 
Church in Delray Beach , Fl.(Council 
#13338) initiated a new program over 
a year ago which serves as a wonderful 

opportunity for K of C  members and others to 
serve at Mass and to provide an interactive and 
welcoming environment for parishioners as they 
enter church.  It is called the Hospitality Ministry 
and focuses on providing a smile and welcome to 
parishioners attending Mass. 

The idea came from a fellow brother who 
had started a similar ministry at St. Augustine’s 
Church in Andover, Ma.  back in the 80’s with 
continuing success and thought it would be a good 
ministry for our Emmanuel Parish. He suggested 
the idea to our pastor, Rev.Gaudioso Zamora and 
our Parish Vicar, Rev. Theodore Ihedoro who then 
called a meeting of our council,  as one of the 
lead organizations at Emmanuel, to explore the 
idea; all agreed to start the Ministry and as things 
progress, to get other organizations involved such 
as our Ladies Guild.

With all the distractions that life brings (medical, 
financial, relationships ,etc.) that parishioners have 
as they come to church, a “hello” with a smile can 
alter that mindset and provide a welcoming feeling 
as they enter the House of the Lord.  Hospitality 
Ministers are assigned to each entrance of the 
church to greet everyone and also to serve as 
ushers and collectors if needed. Much like we 
serve as hosts when someone enters our home, the 
Hospitality Ministers serve as hosts for each Mass 
and are attentive for any problems that arise. With 
7 week-end Masses and 4 ministers at each Mass, 
it provides an opportunity for fellow brothers to 
attend Mass and serve as Hospitality Ministers at 
the same time. Tie and jacket are required along 
with a name tag to make the interaction more 
personal and rewarding. A side benefit includes 
interaction with male parishioners  as they depart 
Mass which has led to some success in recruiting 
new members and growing our ranks.

The Knights of Columbus Council 8155 
from St. James the Apostle Council in 
New Port Richey, FL hosted an Easter 

Egg Hunt for the Children of the Parish on 
Easter Sunday.  Eggs were placed on the 
grounds and after a Blessing from our Pastor, Fr. 
Dominic, and it did not take long for the eggs 
to be collected into containers.  There were 40 
children participated.  They then brought them 
to the St. Joseph room and received their special 
Easter bags of donated candy.  There were 
even bags for those with allergies to peanuts 
and chocolate, as well as special bags for those 
who had allergies to any type of candy or sugar. 
Donations of candy were provided by members 
of the Council as well as the Parish.  Any 

excess candy was then donated to our Parish’s  
St. Vincent DePaul Society’s “pack a sack” 
program for underprivileged children in our 
area.

Council Hosts Easter Egg Hunt
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Memorial Paving Stone Program

On Sunday, May 1st Officers of St. 
Christopher Council 10718, Hobe 
Sound, FL dedicated $725 for a 
memorial brick to grace Mary's 

Home, in Stuart, FL. The Officers reported that 
the Council's relationship with Mary's Home has 
been a long and a valuable one since its inception 
by Jan and Noel Lindsay in 2010. The Council  
has supported  Mary’s Home with both with 
contributions of money and volunteers. 

The facility in Stuart is one of Five Mary's 
Homes that have established beginning in 1983 
sharing a goal of providing pregnant, homeless 
women with support, vocational training, and 
guidance. Ultimately assisting them in gaining 
self-sufficiency skills and learning how to make 
good choices for them and their children. Mary’s 
Home serves as a catalyst to break the cycle of 
poverty for Mothers and their babies.

The Knights of St. Christopher Council 10718 
have provided volunteers since the inception of 
Mary's Home. Their enthusiastic help included 
projects like painting rooms, yard work and 
various odd jobs.

The Council sponsored fund raising events, 
which included holding dinners with the proceeds 

donated to Mary's Home. They also have provided 
auction items, used for fund raising events. 

When the council officers heard of the memorial 
paving stone program, they immediately reached 
out to Mary’s Home Operations Manager, Kim 
Gaudet, to participate. 

St. Christopher Council 10718 members feel 
that Mary’s Home is a most important right to life 
service provided in Martin County, Fl., and pledge 
to always be in support of it.

Our Lady of Hope Knights of Columbus 
Council 8086 recently presented a check 
for $500 to Special Olympics Florida. The 
funds came from an anonymous donation. 
Paula Ouimette, Area Program Director, 
accepted the check on behalf of Special 
Olympics.
The Knights plan to volunteer for the 2022 
Special Olympics USA Games, which will 
be held on June 5-12 in Orlando.
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St. Joseph Feast Celebration

St. John Council 11281 in Naples Florida, 
has celebrated the March 19th St. Joseph 
Feast Day for 31 Consecutive Years.  
Through the years, the celebration has 

included building a three layer Altar Table in the 
tradition of original Altar Table and feast in Sicily, 
Italy hundreds of years ago.    The celebration 
dinner and dance in 2020 and 2021 was not 
held due to the pandemic, but, the Altar Table 
was constructed each of those years to keep the 
tradition alive and to Honor St. Joseph.

This year two Altar Tables were constructed.   
One was located in the Narthex of St. John the 
Evangelist Church and a second, for the Dinner 
Dance on March 19th, was located in the Parish's 
ballroom.   Both Altar tables included fruits and 
vegetables donated by local farms and other 
traditional items such as fava beans.   All fruits 
and vegetables, along with donations, were later 
distributed to a local food pantry.  

St. John Council was blessed to be the recipient 
of the traveling Pilgrim Icon of St. Joseph during 
the week of the feast and celebrations.   The 
Icon was at all Masses at St. John the evangelist 
from March 17th thru March 21st.     The official 
celebration on March 19th included 1) The Altar 
Table Display; 2) The Icon of St. Joseph; 3) Mass 

for St. Joseph on Saturday March 
19th; 4) a procession following the 
Mass of the St. Joseph Icon to the 
Church Ballroom by the Fourth 
Degree Color Guard; 5) Blessing 
of the second Altar Table and Icon 
at the Ballroom; and 6) a traditional 
meatless dinner and dance 
celebration.
St. Joseph Icon, Mass and 
Celebration

The Altar Table in the church 
Narthex was viewed by hundreds of 
Parishioners who photographed the 
Altar Table and paid homage to St. 
Joseph.   The Traveling St. Joseph 
Icon was at the Altar at Masses and 

the history of the Icon was included in the Parish 
Priest’s homilies.   

Following the Evening Mass on March 19th, a 
procession led by the KofC Color Corps, followed 
the Icon to the Parish Ballroom where the Pastor 
prayed and blessed the Altar Table and gave thanks 
in prayer to the meal to be served.

Nearly 300 people attended the Dinner and 
Dance to conclude a beautiful Feast and Honor St. 
Joseph.
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It’s Fish Fry Friday

The Emerald Coast Council of the Knights 
of Columbus #11893 held “2022 It’s 
Fish Fry Friday” in 
a different location 

this year.  The 4 Fish Frys were 
held at Resurrection Catholic 
Church Parish Hall in Miramar 
Beach, FL in 2022.  THIS IS A 
CHANGE from previous years 
when they were held at Corpus 
Christi Catholic Church Parish 
Hall in Destin, FL for many 
years.  Corpus Christi has an exciting 
expansion and renovation for the 
church that is underway creating the 
need to utilize the Parish Hall for 
Mass and all parish events during 
the project.  Fish Frys were held on 
January 14, 28 and February 11, 25.  
Over 1,700 dinners were sold.  This 
was a Southern Fish Fry – complete 
with “all the fixins.”  The cost was 
$12 ($6 for children 6-12).  

Over the years, snowbird guests, 
Resurrection and Corpus Christi parishioners and 
the local community have graciously supported 
and benefitted from the community these events 
build.  The beneficiaries of our donations also 
benefit from these efforts.  A great time was had 
by all as guests enjoyed the night with lots of 
good food accompanied by lots of good people.  
50/50 raffle participants were THE lucky winners 
receiving $200-$250 at each of the events.  The 

event required 35-40 volunteers plus 12-15 for 
set up and 12-15 for cleanup.  The events were 

promoted through press releases 
to local newspapers, social 
media, church bulletins and rack 
cards placed in 20+ locations in 
the Destin-Miramar Beach area.  
Great organization and hands on 
leadership were provided by John 
Colletta, Fish Fry Project Leader, 
PGK and current Treasurer.  
The Ladies Auxiliary came to 

the rescue and filled a gap when our 
previous supporter was unable to 
provide the desserts anymore.

The Annual Charity Golf 
Tournament, the Big Green Egg 
Raffle, the Online auction coupled 
with our Fish Frys and Tootsie 
Roll drives allowed Emerald Coast 
Council #11893 to average donating 
over $30,000 per year over the last 5 
years.  The Council  supports charities 
such as Okaloosa and Walton County 

Special Olympics, Children’s Advocacy Center, 
AMI Kids, Catholic Charities, Seminarians, 
Disaster Relief, Food for Families, Coats for Kids, 
Retired Priests, our two parishes and others.  The 
council draws its membership from Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church in Destin, FL and Resurrection 
Catholic Church in Miramar Beach, FL.
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Sir Knights of the Diocese 
of Pensacola-Tallahassee 
participated as Honor Guard 
and Escort in this year’s Chrism 

Mass at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
in Pensacola after a four year hiatus due 
to several factors including the recent 
pandemic.  The Most Reverend Bishop 
William Wack concelebrated the Mass 
with all of his priests in the Diocese.

State Programs Director Kris Elliott 
made the arrangements with Bishop Wack 
and his staff, along with Very Reverend Fr. James 
Valenzuela, Pastor of the Cathedral and his staff 
in order to bring the Knights of Columbus back 

into the conduct of the annual Chrism Mass.  The 
Color Corps was lead by Vice District Marshall 
Tony Jette with thirteen Sir Knights in attendance 
from 4 different Assemblies in the Diocese.

Knights Participate in Chrism Mass

FSC Basketball Free Throw Challenge

Twelve boys and girls from the State 
of Florida, ages 9 to 14, were named 
Florida State Champions of the 2021/22 
Knights of Columbus Championship 

and have earned the right to compete at the 
International Level.  District #30 in Melbourne, 
Florida hosted the State Competition at Melbourne 
Central Catholic High School.  All youth ages 9 to 
14 were eligible to participate.

Emelia Fasanella, Council 7408 was the 9-year-
old girls’ champion and Keiran Field, Council 
5131 won the 9-year-old boys’ division. Angelina 
Piazza, Council 13525 was the 10-year-old girls’ 

c h a m p i o n 
and Sebastian 
M c G r o r y , 
Council 13525 
was the winner 
of the 10-year-
old boys’ 
division.  In 
the 11-year-
old bracket, 
G a b r i e l l a 
Micelli, Council 
5845 was the 

girls’ champion and Juan Enrique, Council 12110 
was the boys’ champion.  12-year-old winners 
in the girls’ and boys’ divisions were Ryan 
Radosevich, Council 5131 and Bendli Thony, 
Council 6724. The 13-year-old girls’ division was 
won by Katherine Sweet, Council 6624 and the 
boys’ by John Reed, Council 10850. 14-year-old 
champions were Ryane Johnson, Council 11281 
in the girls’ bracket and Dion Obasuyi, Council 
11668 in the boys’ bracket.   Each of these winners 
will compete in the International Competition. 
Congratulations to all these winners!
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In the Lenten season Florida Catholic Media 
has for the last 17-years, sponsored the Long-
Sleeve Relief Campaign, which provides 
for the needs of Florida farm workers, 

specifically for supplying long-sleeve shirts to 
protect them while working in the field.

Our Knights of Columbus Council (#13338 at 
the Emmanuel Parish Church in Delray Beach) 
members voted to lend its financial support once 
again for this year. Last year in 2021 the Council 
donated $400 towards this important campaign. 
Fund-raising has been a hallmark of our council, 
which seeks to support charities both local and 
statewide. Including:  Severely disabled children 
at Banyan Creek Elementary school, food drives 
twice a year for the CROS Ministries food pantry 
in Palm Beach County and Coats for Kids living 
in the colder areas of the country. 

The Florida Catholic Media, Office Manager, 
Kristen Maheu, informed our council Trustee, 
Dominic Scaduto, who spearheaded the Knights 
support that the donation was even more 
meaningful due to a less than expected response 
this year. 

Going forward our Grand Knight, Russell 
Sylvestre, council officers and members, gladly 
earmarked for this charity with an annual 
participation. We are proud to say that Ms. Maheu 
conferred upon us their notable Certificate of 
Appreciation. 

The Florida farm workers provide food for our 
table and deserve the help of the community. We 
are proud to assist Florida Catholic Media in this 
activity.

Long-Sleeve Relief Campaign

June 5th- June 12th Special Olympics 2022 
USA Games 

 Have you registered to volunteer? Time is 
running short go to 2022 Special Olympics USA 
Games (floridakofc.org)

June 3rd and 15th- Fraternal Benefits Night
Do you still need to meet you goal for Insurance? 

Here are 2 great opportunities to do just that! Go 
to the Calendar on at www.floridakofc.org or look 
for the flyer in this edition.

June 14th- Florida State Website Training and 
Review

 Are you a new elected Grand Knight, Deputy 
Grand Knight, Faithful Navigator? Are you a newly 
appointed Financial Secretary or Comptroller? Do 
you need a refresher course on the Website? Then 

this is for you. To register click here: Florida State 
Website Training and Review.
June 18th- Virtual Patriotic Degree 

More information can be found on the Website .  

Upcoming Events

https://www.floridakofc.org/2022-Special-Olympics-USA-Games
https://www.floridakofc.org/2022-Special-Olympics-USA-Games
http://www.floridakofc.org/
https://www.floridakofc.org/Events-and-Exemplifications-Calendar?fldView=event&fldEventID=772926&page=3&
https://www.floridakofc.org/Events-and-Exemplifications-Calendar?fldView=event&fldEventID=772926&page=3&
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Ed Slott, CPA  
is a nationally recognized speaker, 
television personality & best-selling author 
known for his unparalleled ability to turn advanced 
tax strategies into understandable, actionable and 
entertaining advice. Ed combines current research, in-depth 
expertise, and humor to teach viewers about the ins and outs of their 
retirements and provides insight to the latest tax and planning information.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

You are invited to join our free virtual webinar featuring Ed Slott.  
Ed specializes in the latest retirement planning strategies and  
opportunities for 2022. Register today to reserve your spot.  

June 3: 7:30 PM EDT: 
https://tinyurl.com/SlottJune3

June 15: 7:30 PM EDT: 
https://tinyurl.com/SlottJune15

Ed Slott, America’s IRA Expert, presents 
Retirement Planning in a  

Changing Landscape 

Ed Slott, CPA is not affiliated with the Knights of Columbus and the opinions expressed in this presentation are solely those of the presenter and not necessarily those of Knights of Columbus.
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The Call-Out
As I rise before dawn, only half awake, I 

perform my morning ablution:
Preparing for the funeral call-out that I will 

attend in the Knights of Columbus tradition:
There’s no desire for coffee or food, so I pull 

my shirt and uniform out:
That they have been freshly laundered and 

cleaned, there is no doubt: 
My grey uniform pants have a nice sharp crease, 

and my white shirt gleams so bright: 
Is my gig line straight: and is the knot in my tie 

just right?
There is a 4th degree pin on my left lapel, a pen 

in my pocket, and a handkerchief too:
I can see the gold patch on my jacket reflected 

in the toe of my shiny black shoe: 
My beret with its pin and purple patch sits 

squarely across my brow:
A quick look in the mirror, and brushing a speck 

of lint, I think I’m ready now:
As the Color Corps Commander I have dressed 

with pride and carefully checked my baldric and 
sword:

I’m prepared to read our 4th Degree Roll Call, 
word for word:

I have done this many times to honor my fallen 
Brothers:

But I’d prefer a patriotic event over a funeral, if 
I had my druthers:

I drive to church on auto pilot, and the trip 
seems slow and hazy:

Perhaps it’s because my early rise has left me a 
little bit lazy:

I see my Brother Sir Knights all gathered and 
smartly dressed:

Serving in the Color Corps with men like these, 
is to be truly blessed:

As I glance around the viewing room, I see a 
sad smile on the face of my proud wife:

Her group prays the rosary for this Brother 
Knight who has come to the end of his life:

People are quietly talking, and a few wet tears 
are flowing:

There are bouquets of flowers with beautiful 
blossoms brightly showing:  

I seek out the flag draped coffin and slowly peer 
within:

My eye catches a slight tilt in the position of his 
4th degree pin:

Reaching inside to set it straight, there is 
something familiar about the man that I see: 

Noticing his wispy gray hair and crooked nose, 
I’m surprised that this resting old Navy Vet is 
actually me:

Am I really dead, or is this just a dream that’s 
all too real?

With some trepidation another peek into that 
casket I steal:

May you be in Heaven an hour before the devil 
knows you’re dead:

It’s an old Irish saying that I have often read:
It races through my mind as I look again into 

that satin lined trap:
Where I see the devil laughing, as the flames 

around him crackle and snap:
I jump with a start from the warmth of my big 

cozy bed:
My throat is parched, and there are beads of 

sweat on my forehead:
Having risen before dawn and only half awake, 

I perform my morning ablution:
Preparing for the funeral call-out that I will 

attend in the Knights of Columbus tradition:
But this time it’s not a dream, and I must make 

time for my morning prayers:
A prayer to St. Michael the Archangel is known 

to be one of the best of the satanic slayers:
Was this whole scenario a wake-up call, or was 

it just something I ate?
I think I’ll keep my uniform ship shape, you 

never know your fate:
I’ll work to keep my soul as bright and shiny as 

my sword:
When I meet St. Peter at the Pearly Gate, I pray 

that “enter” will be his salutary word.
By S/K Frank Consentino
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THE FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL 
PRESENTS THE 2022 SILVER ROSE PROGRAM 

The Silver Rose is coming back to the State of Florida compliments of your Florida State Council.  Act 
now to secure your spot on our upcoming schedule.  Thoroughly review the Silver Rose Guide sheet 
(#10625) available at www.kofc.org/rose.  Then meet with your pastor in advance to receive his approval 
BEFORE registering to receive the Silver Rose.  Reservations will be taken on a first come first served 
basis but the final schedule will be determined by location and logistics.  The tentative schedule is as fol-
lows:  

July 24, 2022 through July 29, 2022  Diocese of St. Augustine 

July 30, 2022 through August 4, 2022 Diocese of Orlando 

August 5, 2022 through August 10, 2022 Diocese of Palm Beach 

August 11, 2022 through August 16, 2022 Archdiocese of Miami 

August 17, 2022 through August 22, 2022 Diocese of Venice 

August 23, 2022 through August 28, 2022 Diocese of St. Petersburg 

August 29, 2022 through September 3, 2022 Diocese of Pensacola / Tallahassee 

No reservations will be taken after June 24, 2022 and the final schedule will be announced on July 1, 2022.  
The Silver Rose will be delivered to the address shown on your reservation form no less than one hour pri-
or to the start of your prayer service.  Transportation and logistics to all churches is being provided by the 
Florida Knights on Bikes. 

Reservations will ONLY be accepted by online reservation. No other method of reservation will be accept-
ed.  ONLY AFTER your council receives approval from your Pastor should you visit www.konbfla.com 
and click on the “SILVER ROSE REQUEST” tab.  Fill in all of the data fields and hit submit.  You will 
receive an email confirmation that your reservation has been received within one week of submission, but 
final acceptance will not be made until the schedule is final on July 1, 2022. 

For more information contact: 
Stephen R. Bell, PGK, PFN 

Silver Rose Director and President of the Florida Knights on Bikes 
knightrider1997@comcast.net 
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Apparel • Hats • Business Cards
Promotional Items • Mugs • more!

We make ANYTHING custom
for EVERY kind of business!

On your computer, navigate to 
www.floridakofc.org 
or scan this code
with your phone1

2 Find
this icon 
and click
to enter site

3 Click on
and browse! Add items
to your cart, then click
on                 to complete
your order. It’s that easy!   

• commercial printing (large qty)
• digital printing (short runs)
• promotional products
• concept + design + copywriting
• embroidery + silkscreening

Whatever you need, just ask! Give us a call at 954-973-1819
• complete brand management
• large format signage + banners + special projects
• trade show displays + whole wall graphics + installation
• mailing services + address list management
• web stores + online ordering + fulfillment

A VIDEO IS WORTH (at least) 1.8 MILLION WORDS!
Busy at BOP You’re Invited Free Your Time

These in-stock items are ready to ship!

SCAN
TO

WATCH

SCAN
TO

WATCH

ORDER ONLINE
YOU CAN

CUSTOM ITEMS
WE ALSO MAKE

Get it FAST! Call –

We’re the #1 Supplier for the Florida State Council
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Order your Florida State Council Explorer Mug or Umbrella. These are now available on the  
FSC Website on the State Merchandise site. Orders yours today!!!!

Get Your KofC Merch

https://www.nationsprint.com/clients/knightcolum/index.cgi
https://www.nationsprint.com/clients/knightcolum/index.cgi
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INVOCATION 
Knights of Columbus Florida State Council Newsletter 

How To Write An Article 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsworthy • Broad Appeal • Concise • Complete • Factual • Accurate
Answers the Questions: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How

INVOCATION reports on local council activities throughout the entire State of Florida
• Article size: 300 words ideal (half page) to 500-600 words max (full page)
• Articles submitted as an attachment in Word format - not in the body of an email

o PDF submissions are for ads or promotions - not articles
• Pictures need to be sent separately as an attachment and the original pictures Please do not

format them in any way, we will do it-- not embedded in a Word document
• Articles need to be brief, highly relevant and actionable
• At a minimum, Who, What, When and Where needs to be in the first paragraph,
• Articles need to be brief, to-the-point and of interest to the entire State Council

o What is the event/activity about?
o Whom did it benefit?
o What was the result?
o Who are the key players/Knights?

• Similar story submissions will be consolidated/batched into one article by the Editors
• Authors must submit on time per the Editor production calendar- Deadline 1st of each month

o Late submittals will be placed farther down the newsletter or not published.
• Proof your article carefully for spelling and grammar before sending (use spellcheck)
• Document filename should reflect the office/title, i.e. State Deputy article
• Every Region needs to participate – one page of the Invocation will be dedicated to each

Region respectively
o If a region does not submit content their page will be eliminated from that issue

• Cover story submissions need to be submitted ahead of the deadline due to special photo
editing

o Cover story photos – in portrait style at least 1mb in size - not formatted or resized
o filename “Cover Story”

• “Florida Knights in Action” section is new - GKs submit brief 1or 2 paragraphs only
o The new section is similar to the in the Columbia magazine. Every council is doing

something each month. Here is where it is shared. Pics would also be great.
• Editor
• Open Districts 19,21-28,31-32

o John Gearon johngearondd51@yahoo.com Districts 49-61
o John O’Malley jomalley1@cfl.rr.com Districts 20,29-30,62-69
o Weldon Watkins tuewowiii@hotmail.com Districts 1-17, 21
o Steven Cunningham sdcunningham54@gmail.com Districts 33-48
o Ed Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com Districts 70-87

2020 Organizational Meeting Presentation
Supreme Public Relations and Publicity Guide
FSC Council PR Handbook

FSC Marketing Team 
How to Write for the Invocation 

Marketing Department Information

With the onset of the Pandemic and Virtual 
meetings we are supplying you with fillable 
form 100’s and Form 4’s. These are in English 
and Spanish. You will need to Download the 
forms and save them on your computer prior 
to filling them out. 

Form 100 English                            

Form 100 Spanish

Form 4 English                                

Form 4 Spanish

https://files.stablerack.com/WebFiles/87730/2020_KofC_FSC_ORGMeetingMarketingPresentation.pdf
https://kofcfraternal.mymarketingbench.com/catalog/ListItems.epm?cid=-1&vm=carousel&searchMode=true&skw=public%20relations
https://1drv.ms/w/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgdJKn2rjvRlHjBewVQ?e=xW0n0Q
https://www.floridakofc.org/Marketing
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgbQarWnyuHQ6tbYuSg?e=bCm4aq
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgoxqCoIJ3eJ45Tq4Jw?e=TsjQBp
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgow8lftC5mKTRR-irA?e=2bIAJg
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgow72LoxdIugiuLg-w?e=l7o6fp
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AglFS_X6JpuHgoxrP_erBcc1vBW3VA?e=7wp2Ye
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Do you shop on 

Amazon? If so, you 
can now have .05% 
of your purchases 
donated to Florida  
K of C Charities! All 
you need to so is use the 
link for Amazon Smiles. 
To activate this on 
your Amazon account 
just click on this link  
Amazonsmile  that’s all 
you have to do!

Did  you  know  that  the  State  of  Florida  
Council  has  a  YouTube  Channel?  
Well,  we  do!  This  is  a  place  where  

we  can  put  in  videos  of  the  all  the  great  
things  that  we  do  as  Knights  in  the  State  of  
Florida.                                            

During  the  State  Convention  we  took  
video  interviews  of  some  of  the  Dignitaries  
that  honored  us  with  their  presence.  You  can  

see  the  videos  by  CLICKING HERE
Please  be  sure  to  subscribe  to  the  channel  

so  you  will  be  notified  when  new  videos  
are  added.  If  you  have  any  videos  that  you  
would  like  to  add  that  shows  your  Council  
doing  good  works  please  email  Jim  Clark,  
Broadcast  Media  Relations  and  Production  
Director  at jclark1@gmail.com.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Logo
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Robert S. Urrutia

Robert.A.Urrutia84@gmail.com
STATE CHAPLAIN

Rev. Robert Kantor
frbob@stagnesnaples.org

STATE SECRETARY
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com
STATE TREASURER
Michael Gizewski

mpgizewski@gmail.com
STATE ADVOCATE

Robert Rasch
rwrasch@earthlink.net

STATE WARDEN
Joseph W. Coicou

jcoicoukofc@gmail.com 
IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY

Scott O’Connor
scottoconnor@gmail.com 

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzoarodriguez@gmail.com
STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Jorge Ibacache
ibacache@bellsouth.net 

Danny McIntyre
danmci@aol.com

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Kris Elliot   

kris.elliott@1980.usna.com
STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR

Richard E. Dahn Jr.
rdahn32@gmail.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR
Ed Sleyzak

esleyzak@outlook.com
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR

John O'Malley
jomalley1@cfl.com

INVOCATIONINVOCATION
Publisher- Ed Sleyzak   esleyzak@outlook.com (Position open)
Scott Huetteman - Technical & Layout Editor  Scott@engage360.us 
Harry Rother    Photographer  Website: www.kofcfoto.website

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly resource 
for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council officers plan 
events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the fraternal year and 
learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Florida State Council Social Media
Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 

You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and Let Your 
Light Shine.

• Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
• Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
• #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

Regional PR Coordinators
Region 1 Bob Gualtieri rag130@outlook.com
Region 2 Patrick Juliano patrickjjuliano@aol.com
Region 3 John O’Malley  jomalley1@cfl.rr.com
Region 4 (Open)
Region 5 (Open)
Region 6 Armando Minutoli alminutoli46@gmail.com
Region 7 (Open)
Region 8 (Open)

www.kofcfoto.website
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

